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WELCOME! 

Our Journal, produced by the Embassy of Jamaica, Washington DC, is intended to serve as a way of connecting with you, 
our Diaspora. 

This year’s edition will bring highlights of the historic visit to Jamaica by President Barack Obama in April 2015, as well as 
the 6th Biennial Diaspora Conference, held at the prestigious Montego Bay Convention Centre, 13-18 June 2015.   

We have also included in this publication, information we believe will be of interest to you, including a list of Jamaican 
Diplomatic and Consular Offices in the United States of America and the respective States over which they have 
jurisdiction for consular purposes, as well as Jamaican Community and Alumni Associations in the Washington DC 
metropolitan area, known to the Embassy. We encourage you to identify with one of the existing organizations in your 
area and use them as your avenue for integrating into the Jamaican Community and to be part of the movement to 
further the interests of our beloved Jamaica. 

The publication will also provide highlights of the tenure of Ambassador Vasciannie, who demitted office recently and has 
begun the next phase of his academic journey at the UWI.  We extend our warmest wishes and continued success to him 
and family.   

We take this opportunity to thank, most sincerely, our sponsors who made it possible to produce this publication.  We 
also express our deep appreciation to the members of the Independence Planning Committee for helping to plan our 
activities to celebrate Jamaica’s 53rd Anniversary of independence including our annual Church Service, held this year at 
the Dunbarton Chapel, Howard University. 

One love, and Happy Emancipendence! From the Staff of the Jamaican Embassy, Washington DC 

 

Members of staff, Embassy of Jamaica and Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the OAS 

Left to right front row – Mr. Susil Abeysinghe (Chauffeur); Mrs. Judith Robinson Richards (Accreditation Officer); Mrs. Julia Hyatt (Alternate Rep to 
the OAS); Mrs. Ingrid Jallier (Bilingual Assistant, OAS); Mrs. Aldena Davis (Receptionist); Ms. Cheryl Hamilton (Accountant/Office Manager); Mrs. 
Ariel Bowen (Minister -Counsellor – Trade & Economic Affairs); Ms. Sherene James (Clerical Assistant); Mrs. Athlene Gabay (Attaché).  

Left to right back row: Mr. Oral Pascoe (Security Attaché); Mrs. Marsha Coore Lobban (Deputy Chief of Mission); Mr. Dameon Eunick (First 
Secretary/Consul); Dr. Lisa Vasciannie (Spouse of the Ambassador); Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie; Mr. Cornel Graver (Driver); Mr. Jacob Phillips 
(Intern) and Mr. Jelani Munroe (Intern).  

Absent: Ms. Sharon Marston (Attaché); Ms. Tiffany Brown (Consular Assistant) 
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MESSAGE TO THE JAMAICAN DIASPORA 
FROM THE PRIME MINISTER 

THE MOST HON. PORTIA SIMPSON MILLER, ON, MP 
 

 

 
 
It is in this context too, that we continue to give true meaning to the Jamaica’s motto that symbolises the very 
essence of our national life, history and mission: “Out of Many, One People.” 
 
At 53, in this environment of freedom, Jamaica has produced an invaluable array of human capital that 
continues to represent our greatest national asset for social development and economic growth. It is our 
people, supported by a system of high quality education and relevant world class training that must now 
provide the next great leap forward for the nation. This advance must, of necessity, be fuelled by innovation 
and the remarkable creativity for which Jamaica and its people are world-renowned.  
 
Since January 2012 the Government of Jamaica has embarked on a courageous and successful effort to 
reform the Jamaican economy, correcting once and for all, some of the structural weaknesses that have  
contributed to our country’s high indebtedness, low growth levels, high unemployment, and less than 
satisfactory investments in growth-inducing infrastructure and other areas of social capital development. The 
Economic Reform Programme is a national call to social and economic action involving commitment, 
responsibility, patience and sacrifice on the part of all members of our national family. 
 
Already we have seen a tremendous improvement in Jamaica’s ‘Ease of Doing Business” ranking by the World 
Bank, inflation has been reduced to its lowest level in 48 years, and our investment in the education of our 
people as a share of the national budget is among the highest in the Caribbean and Latin American Region. 
Additionally, we have positively transformed the country’s physical and economic infrastructure including our 
network of highways, Jamaica’s international credit rating has consistently been upgraded, and our Island 
continues to be the destination of choice for a growing number of vacationers and investors. 
 
Our ability to enjoy additional and greater benefits of the on-going economic reforms requires consistency and 
steadfastness on the part of all Jamaicans as we continue to advance the programme of economic 
improvement for our country. At the same time, we all have to recommit ourselves in every way possible to 
engaging in better social relations that can produce peace, harmony and tolerance in our individual families, 
in our communities and in our nation at large. 
 
Triumph over these remaining challenges of nationhood is not beyond us. 
 
I thank all persons, groups and sectors of the Jamaican society at home and in the Diaspora who have made 
their invaluable contributions to Jamaica’s growth and development over the past 53 years. At this time, our 
country needs your continued support to remain proud, free and to achieve lasting peace and prosperity in 
the years ahead. 
 
Happy Independence! One Love! 
 
 

 

Independence 53 provides for Jamaica and Jamaicans at home and in the 
Diaspora a timely moment for reflection. At this juncture in our history and 
development as a nation and people we reflect on the road we have travelled; the 
significant social, economic and political advances we have made; and the 
challenges we have encountered and overcome. It is also a time when we ponder 
the developmental challenges that remain and fashion strategies and approaches 
to mobilising the nation to surmount them. Our resolve to face the future with 
confidence and stand in the present with purposeful determination is 
strengthened by the many national successes of the past. One of our earliest, 
proudest and most enduring achievements has been our exemplary democratic 
tradition that has stood the test of time. Our mature democracy continues to 
guarantee our people important social, economic, political and religious freedoms 
that have now been enshrined in a Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms 
anchored in the Constitution of Jamaica. It is on this time-honoured achievement 
that we stand today to proclaim our Independence theme this year: “Proud and 
Free: Jamaica 53”. 
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Message from Senator the Honourable Arnold J. Nicholson, QC, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade 

 
 
On the occasion of Jamaica’s 53rd year of Independence, let us 
once again take some time to reflect on our nation’s past and its 
many achievements since becoming an independent country. 
The words of one of Jamaica’s very own National Heroes, Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey, perhaps most aptly express what many of us feel 
about the importance of remembering our country’s history -“A 
people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 
culture is like a tree without roots”.  
 
Customarily, the annual Independence Celebrations have served 
to renew the spirit of nationalism in the soul of every Jamaican. 
 
Indeed, we have much of which to be proud, as over the past 
half-century our island and its people have achieved global 
recognition and have managed to create invaluable and 
memorable moments in history whether they reside on “the 
Rock” or overseas.   

 

 
It is important that we continue to celebrate this milestone to keep our history alive in the hearts of 
all Jamaicans, especially for our younger generations, and to etch in all our minds the significance 
of Jamaica’s Independence and the various achievements of our country over the years.  I am also 
particularly pleased that members of the Diaspora have faithfully carried on the traditions of 
Jamaica’s Independence celebrations, despite residing in foreign lands. 
 
This year’s theme is “Proud and Free….Jamaica 53!” and will see seven days of celebrations 
throughout the island. Importantly, they will include the commemoration of the 150th anniversary 
of the Morant Bay Rebellion; the establishment of the Jamaica Museum of Natural History; as well 
as activities geared towards the revival of Downtown Kingston.   
 
The Government of Jamaica recognizes that the members of the Diaspora play an instrumental role 
in national development and more specifically, in achieving the goals outlined in the Vision 2030 
plan. In this regard, a National Diaspora Policy is being developed to provide a framework for 
deepening the engagement between Jamaica and its Diaspora.  It is underpinned by a set of guiding 
principles, one of which is mutuality.  In this regard, our objective is to serve the interests and 
needs of all Jamaicans residing overseas, even as we continue to welcome, encourage and facilitate 
their contributions to Jamaica’s development.  
 
Over the past fifty-three years, members of the Diaspora have contributed significantly to our island 
home, particularly in the areas of Education, Health and Sports. The Government remains 
committed to maintaining a fruitful relationship with the Diaspora and envisions a productive 
partnership as we strive towards realizing our shared aspirations. 
 
I invite you to join in the Independence celebrations, whether at home or abroad, as we 
commemorate the birth of our beautiful homeland. 
 
 Happy Independence! 
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Farewell to Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie 

This July, the Embassy bade farewell to Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, who completed his term of office as 
Jamaica’s Ambassador to the United States of America and Permanent Representative to the Organization of American 
States. 
        

Prime Minister the Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller has commended Ambassador Vasciannie for his 
outstanding service to Jamaica. She noted that under his able and shrewd stewardship, several diplomatic initiatives 
have been undertaken to enhance and strengthen relations between Jamaica and the United States of America. She also 
noted that he served with distinction as Chairman of the OAS Permanent Council of Ambassadors and gained the respect 
and admiration of his hemispheric colleagues for his scholarly stewardship and measured approach.  
         

Senator the Honourable Arnold J. Nicholson, QC, Minister of Foreign Affairs & Foreign Trade also commended 
the Ambassador and thanked him for his sterling and dedicated service as Jamaica’s chief representative to the USA. He 
applauded the approach he took as Head of Mission, noting his “zeal, dedication and studious attention to detail“ for 
which he is well known.  
 
            In the words of Ambassador Vasciannie: “This has been an important time for Jamaica/USA relations 
over a wide range of issues, including human rights, economic development, security and political affairs.  The visit of 
President Obama to Jamaica in April of this year has confirmed that under Prime Minister Simpson Miller’s leadership, 
our relationship with the USA has reached a significant high-point.  It has also been my honour to work within the OAS, 
and to present Jamaican perspectives in the leading multilateral forum for the Western Hemisphere.  I am grateful to the 
Prime Minister for affording me this opportunity to serve Jamaica”. 
 

The staff of the Embassy, in a private farewell lunch with the Ambassador, hailed his leadership and 
accomplishments as Head of Mission. They thanked him for his service to the Government of Jamaica and extended 
warm wishes to him and family, as they return to Jamaica.   

 
  

 

 

 

Picture left above: Ambassador Vasciannie presents credentials to the OAS Secretary-General; top middle: Ambassador and family on the occasion of presentation of 
credentials to President Obama; above, right: Ambassador chairs a meeting of the OAS Permanent Council; below, left: Independence meeting with the Jamaican 
community in Virginia; below middle: CARICOM Caucus representatives say farewell;  bottom, right: Ambassador accompanies Prime Minister Simpson to the Capitol 
for meeting with members of the Congressional Black Caucus, (Congresswomen Maxine Waters and Yvette Clarke in picture) 

5



 

 

 

 

Visit to Jamaica by Mr. Barack Obama 

the 44th President 

of the United States of America 

8th-9th April 2015 
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President Barack Obama, 44th President of the United States, paid an official visit to Jamaica, 8th-9th April 2015.  

The visit was of historic significance as this was the second official visit of a sitting President of the United 
States to Jamaica, since President Reagan in 1983. President Obama’s visit was of monumental importance to 
the Government and people of Jamaica, given the longstanding close relationship that has existed between 
the United States and Jamaica over the years.  Jamaicans generally, love and are strong supporters of the 
President - the first person of colour to be elected to that office.  

The President was warmly greeted by the Governor-General, His Excellency the Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, ON, GCMG, CD, Kst. J, Prime Minister the Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller, ON, MP, the Leader 
of the Opposition the Honourable Andrew Holness as well as other senior officials in the Jamaican 
Government. Also present to greet the President were: the chair of CARICOM the Hon. Perry Christie, Prime 
Minister of the Bahamas and CARICOM Secretary-General Ambassador Irwin LaRoque. 

During the visit, the President held bilateral talks with the Most Hon. Prime Minister and met with members of 
the Cabinet on important bilateral issues between Jamaica and the USA, including trade and investment, 
economic development, human rights and youth empowerment. 

The President participated in a town hall meeting at the University of the West Indies, where he engaged 
student leaders across the Caribbean and Latin American region, on a range of issues affecting young people. 

A visit to the Bob Marley Museum was of personal gratification to the President, who expressed his profound 
admiration for our musical icon and the impact his music has had on his life.  

The President’s visit also included a Summit with CARICOM Heads of Government on matters of mutual 
interest to the Region, including security, competitiveness, and energy, among other issues.  The Summit was 
co-chaired by the Prime Minister of the Bahamas, the Honourable Perry Christie, in his capacity as CARICOM 
Chair.  

The Embassy, led by Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, is proud to have been part of the preparations for the 
visit.  Following are pictorial highlights of the President’s visit. 
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The President alights from Airforce One, 
accompanied by Congresswoman Yvette Clarke 

 

President Obama is greeted by the Prime 
Minister, Foreign Minister Nicholson and 
other officials including the President of the 
Senate and Jamaica’s Ambassador to the 
United States  

 
The President is warmly welcomed to Jamaica  
House by the Prime Minister  

Bilateral discussions with members of the 
Cabinet 

President Obama signs the guest book at 
Jamaica House 

 
“It is a great pleasure to visit Jamaica, known for its 
beauty and the extraordinary spirit of its people. 
May the deep and abiding friendship between our 
nations continue for generations to come”, the 
President signed in the Jamaica House visitors' diary 

 

  

 President strikes the “Lightening Bolt” pose with the 
World’s fastest man, H.E. Usain St. Leo Bolt  

 

  
 At Town Hall Meeting at the UWI Campus 

with Young Leaders of the Americas, 
President Obama spoke in patois:  
“Greetings Massive!  Whaa gwaan, 
Jamaica?”  

 

  
 
A private tour of  the Bob Marley Museum was of  
special personal gratification to the President 
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6th Biennial Jamaica Diaspora Conference 

13th -18th June 2015 

Montego Bay Convention Centre, Jamaica 

“Jamaica and the Diaspora: Linking for Growth and Prosperity” 

------------------------ 

  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, through its diplomatic missions overseas, works 
towards the execution of an inclusive and proactive foreign policy, in a dynamic international 
environment, aimed at maximizing Jamaica’s national growth and development. 

The Diaspora movement continues to provide a unique platform for engaging all Jamaicans abroad 
towards national development. Its mission is sincere the objectives are noble, and its 
accomplishments are undeniable.   

The Ministry is proud to have spearheaded the 6th staging of the Diaspora Conference. 

 

 

The Embassy of Jamaica, Washington D.C., expresses its appreciation  

to all overseas Jamaicans, particularly those in the United States of America 

who attended the Conference and for those who continue to provide invaluable support 

to the communities where they reside, as well as to our beloved Jamaica. 
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Overview: 

 

 

The programme was meticulously planned to ensure that the major issues affecting members of the Diaspora and their 
engagement with Jamaica were covered. In addition to the presentations by Government ministers, business leaders 
and Diaspora Advisory Board members, there were a number of panel discussions followed by interactive sessions which 
provided several opportunities for conference participants to make their contribution. The JAMPRO team led business 
matchmaking meetings and Diaspora attendees took advantage of the “Government at Your Service” zone, where 
selected government agencies were available to fast-track business transactions. 

The very popular MarketPlace, under the banner “MarketPlace Live,” provided an exposition for buyers and sellers of 
Jamaican products and services and throughout the conference was abuzz with activities as participants explored the 
wonderful opportunities on offer.  

The Conference also established a set of ambitious goals and objectives to be pursued, arising from the discussions that 
took place.  

The Conference has been hailed as a resounding success, with over 2,000 participants from all over the world, including 
from Canada, the United Kingdom, United States of America, and as far as Namibia, Belgium and Sudan, registering.  

A key highlight of the 6th Conference was a Report Card, delivered by the Honourable Arnaldo Brown, MP, which 
outlined the implementation of recommendations made at the 2013 Conference. Minister Brown updated the delegates 
on the Diaspora Mapping Project, the Diaspora Policy and the International Migration and Development Policy.  

 

The biennially held Diaspora Conferences serve as a Global Forum in the 
Government of Jamaica’s engagement strategy with Jamaicans in the Diaspora. 
This year, the 6th Conference, held at the prestigious Montego Bay Convention 
Centre,  Jamaica, 13-18 June 2015, was convened under the theme “Jamaica and 
the Diaspora: Linking for Growth and Prosperity”.  The two main areas of focus 
were: Investment, and Trade and Social Services. The Conference provided a 
forum to: 

• Celebrate the contributions and achievements of outstanding members 
of the Diaspora by way of the presentation of the Prestigious Governor-
General’s Awards for Excellence 

• Provide public services for Diaspora members and facilitate convenient 
business transactions with government agencies and departments while 
at the Conference; 

• Showcase a selection of the best of Jamaica’s artistic and cultural talents 
to nurture the Diaspora’s continued interest in Jamaica’s culture and 
their heritage.  

 

Prime Minister Simpson Miller gave the keynote 
address at the Conference 
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Areas of Focus Major Recommendations Action Items

Government 
Ministry/Agency 
responsible for 
implementation

Outcome

GLOBAL LOGISTICS 
HUB AND PLANNED 

DEVELOPMENT 
OF DOWNTOWN 

KINGSTON, 
CAYMANAS ESTATE, 

NORTH COAST 
TOWNS

Make Jamaica more business 
friendly  for  Diaspora 
Investment.

Develop specific projects 
related to Jamaica’s 
growth agenda and 
economic priority areas.

Market the business 
opportunities related to 
Jamaica’s growth agenda 
to the Diaspora.

Operationalise special 
Economic Zones as part 
of the Logistics Hub 
initiative.

• MIIC

• MTW & H

• UDC

• PAJ

• National 
Competitive 
Council

• PIOJ

• JAMPRO

• DCAD, MFAFT

Growth Agenda Subcommittee of Parliament established in 
May 2014. 

Growth Agenda Policy Paper tabled in Parliament in March 
2015 with matrix of priority projects and reforms.

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Green Paper was tabled in 
Parliament on 13th January 2015. The SEZ regime should 
be in place by end 2015.

AGRICULTURE AND  
AGRO PARKS

Develop Sustainable 
agricultural programmes.

Promote Diaspora 
investment in Agriculture 
and Agro Parks 

• Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Fisheries

To date, nine Agro Parks have been successfully 
implemented and seven of these have commenced 
production. The nine Agro Parks implemented this financial 
year (2014/15) are as follows:

• Amity Hall – St. Catherine
• Ebony Park – Clarendon
• Yallahs – St. Thomas
• Plantain Garden River – St. Thomas
• New Forest/Duff House – Manchester, St. Elizabeth
• Hill Run – St. Catherine
• Meylersfield – Westmoreland 
• Spring Pain – Clarendon
• Sweet River Abattoir (Multi specie) – Westmoreland

Business, Trade and Investment

ne of the major recommendations emanating from the 5th Biennial Jamaica Diaspora Conference was the 
establishment an Implementation Council. This was created in July 2013 and was made up of representatives from 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies; Legacy Sponsors and members of the Returned Residents Associations. The 

Council, which met monthly, was charged with the responsibility to develop and monitor the Implementation Plan. See the 
following tables for the outcomes of the initiatives.

 n MIIC – Ministry of Industry, Investment and Commerce
 n MTW & H – Ministry of Transport, Works and Housing

 n PAJ – Port  Authority of Jamaica
 n DCAD – Diaspora & Consular Affairs Department

The Hon. Arnaldo Brown provided a report card of achievements at the Conference  
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Education, Health and Diaspora Philanthropy

Areas of Focus Major 
Recommendations Action Items

Government 
Ministry/Agency 
responsible for 
implementation

Outcome

EDUCATION

Encourage partnerships 
between local- and 
Diaspora-based social 
organisations to enhance 
education in Jamaica.

Establish an education 
taskforce to secure special 
Diaspora expertise for 
educational programmes and 
raise funds for educational 
programmes from the 
Diaspora.

• Ministry of 
Education 
National 
Education Trust

Education Taskforce was established and consists of 
members of the Diaspora from the United States of 
America and Canada. The Taskforce is complemented 
by representatives from the Ministry of Education (MoE), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade (MFAFT), 
Diaspora Conference Implementation Council, Jamaica 
Teachers’ Association (JTA), Joint Board of Teacher Education 
(JBTE), National Parent Teachers Association of Jamaica 
(NPTAJ), and the Early Childhood Commission (ECC).

The Taskforce hosted an Education Summit during the period 
18th – 21st February 2014 in Montego Bay, Portmore and 
Kingston under the theme: “Advancing Education Initiative: A 
Strategic Alliance with the Diaspora”. The Taskforce utilised 
the Education Summit as a fact-finding mission which would 
enable the Diaspora to develop a 6-Year Plan of support for 
the transformation of the Jamaican education sector. 

HEALTH

Develop a structure for 
engagement between 
the Government and the 
Diaspora for Healthcare.

Establish a Special Taskforce/
Think Tank for Diaspora 
engagement and facilitation 
of Diaspora contributions 
including Diaspora Health 
Missions and investment in 
Healthcare.

Establish terms of reference 
for this special Taskforce/
Think Tank for Diaspora 
support.

• Ministry of Health

• Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade

Creation of an Advisory Body on Diaspora Affairs in the 
Ministry of Health to streamline medical missions.  The 
Advisory Body comprises membership from the Ministry 
of Health, University Hospital of the West Indies, Nurses 
Association of Jamaica, Spectrum Authority, the Jamaica 
Diaspora Institute, as well as Diaspora representatives from 
the UK, USA and Canada. 

The remit of the Advisory Body is to facilitate the work of 
Medical Missions, individuals and groups from the Diaspora.  

Align the Diaspora 
Health Initiative with the 
Ministry’s strategic and 
operational plan.

Appoint Liaison Officers for 
hospitals in Jamaica to work 
in collaboration with Hospital 

Liaison persons identified in 
the Diaspora.

• Ministry of  
Health

A list of hospital liaisons was developed and approved by the 
Minister of Health. A meeting of liaison officers from Jamaica 
and the Diaspora will be held in the margins of the 6th 
Biennial Diaspora Conference.

The Ministry of Health established a Health for Life and 
Wellness Foundation to facilitate Diaspora Contribution to the 
Health Sector.

Continue Diaspora Blood 
Pressure Machine Drive for 
800 additional machines.

• Members of the 
Diaspora

Up to mid 2014 over 430 Blood Pressure Machines have 
been donated.

DIASPORA 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Increase Diaspora 
monetary contribution to 
all the major sectors in 
Jamaica.

Conduct a research study to 
quantify the $ value of the 
contributions of the Diaspora.

• Ministry of  
Health 

• Ministry of 
Education

The JDI  conducted a Baseline Study  to estimate  the  
dollar value of the Diaspora contribution to healthcare and 
education sectors in Jamaica. It showed that an estimated 
US$10 million was contributed by the Diaspora for health 
and education over a three-year period ending in 2014.

15



Areas of Focus Major 
Recommendations Action Items

Government 
Ministry/Agency 
responsible for 
implementation

Outcome

INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT
(Governance) 

Establish International 
Migration and Development 
Policy and Diaspora Policy for 
Jamaica.

These policies should be linked 
to other policies on investment, 
education, health, sports, 
national security, labour and 
employment relations and 
trade.

Establish Jamaica’s 
International Migration 
and Development Policy 
and Diaspora Policy for 
Jamaica and the drafting 
of a White Paper as the 
first major milestone. 

• Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

• Planning Institute 
of Jamaica

The International Migration and Development Policy was 
approved by Cabinet for tabling in Parliament as a Green 
Paper pending two amendments.  The document is being 
revised for resubmission.

The Diaspora Policy is in its fifth iteration and was 
submitted to Cabinet Office for comments.  The current 
draft incorporated comments from the Diaspora and local 
stakeholders.  The Policy document is now being refined for 
submission to Cabinet.

(Strategic Alliances) Engage the Diaspora including 
alumni and hometown 
associations to support areas 
aligned with national priorities.

• Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

• International 
Organization for 
Migration

Mapping Project was launched in June 2013 with funding 
from the International Organisation for Migration in the 
amount of US$100, 000. The 20-month project is in the 
form of an online survey which is geared at identifying 
the locations, skills, expertise and interests of members 
of the global Jamaica Diaspora.  There are two (2) 
survey instruments, a general survey to be completed by 
individuals and the other for completion by Diaspora groups 
and associations.  The survey is hosted on the website 
www.mapjadiaspora.iom.int

International Migration and Development and Diaspora Policy for Jamaica

Areas of Focus Major 
Recommendations Action Items

Government 
Ministry/Agency 
responsible for 
implementation

Outcome

FUTURE LEADERS 
(STRATEGIC 
ALLIANCE)

Develop a sustainable 
partnership between 
stakeholders working with 
Youth entrepreneurship, and 
starting with a Working Group 
to facilitate this.

Implement second 
phase of the  Diaspora 
Youth Connect (DYC)  
project with focus on 
mentorship, volunteerism 
and entrepreneurship for 
youth in eight vulnerable 
communities in Jamaica 
connected with youth in 
the Diaspora.

• Ministry of Youth 
and Culture

• Jamaica Diaspora 
Institute

• MIIC

• Small Business 
Association of 
Jamaica

(JDI) in collaboration with Cuso International has 
implemented the 2nd phase of the DYC project. Twelve 
volunteers from the Diaspora locations Canada and the USA, 
have served in eight vulnerable communities namely:

August Town, Trench Town, Mountain View, Flankers, 
Fletcher’s Land, Allman Town, Granville, Parade Gardens

The JDI partnered with local Community-Based 
Organisations (CBOs) to deliver the project and 143 young 
people from 8 vulnerable communities – 6 in Kingston 
and St. Andrew and 2 in St. James –  have been trained in 
Business Development and Entrepreneurship.

As part of the Project, the JDI and Cuso International 
partnered with the Young American Business Trust to 
conduct the Training of Trainers Business Lab Workshop 
for 16 people from Community-Based Organizations  that 
serve  8 project communities. The training was facilitated 
by two experts in the field of business and entrepreneurship 
development from Israel’s Agency for International 
Development MAHSAV and Mount Carmel International 
Training Centre.

Youth Entrepreneurship
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Diaspora Mapping Exercise 

Jamaicans are among the most resourceful and enterprising people in the world. We are, 
historically, an immigrating people and we take our skills and education with us as we travel 
abroad to explore our fullest potential. The Diaspora Mapping Survey is an important tool to 
help identify the skills and expertise of our Diaspora members overseas. These skills can be 
used to harness national development, in Jamaica. 

We encourage you to complete the survey on-line. If you prefer to manually complete the 
survey, do contact the nearest Jamaican Mission for a hard copy of the form. Be part of a 
positive movement, for the benefit of Jamaica, Land We Love. 
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Jamaica Diaspora Advisory Board Members 

 The Diaspora Advisory Board (DAB), established at the first Jamaica Diaspora Conference in June 2004, has 
responsibility for advising the Minister with responsibility for Diaspora Affairs.   Members of the Board are required to 
interface with community groups in their respective countries/regions to build awareness of the issues/interests and 
concerns of the Jamaican communities.  They are also expected to communicate regularly with the nearest Jamaican 
Mission so as to be briefed on the Government of Jamaica’s priority areas for development, in order to share these with 
the Diaspora communities.  Board members should also brief representatives in the Missions on developments in the 
Diaspora overseas communities.  

 
There are twelve members of the DAB, drawn from the Diaspora communities in the USA (3), Canada (2), UK (2) and five 
from representatives across the rest of the world, including Future leaders representing the youth.  

The following are the United States Board Members representing their respective States across the USA: 

 
Kimone Gooden 

 
Wayne Golding, Esq 

 
Joan Powell, Esq 

 

 
Kenyatta Dunkin 

 
Erin Lue-Hing  

Outlook for the Work of the Advisory Board Members 

The current Board Members have indicated a convergence of vision for their terms of office and have expressed their 
strong commitment to continuing with the positive programmes and projects that have been ongoing in their respective 
constituencies over the past few years, including those pursued by their predecessors.  

The key areas of positive impact have been in education, health, and in more recent times – agriculture, in particular the 
“Farm-up Jamaica” programme, which is an initiative of Diaspora representatives. Support for sporting activities and 
programmes, including Team Jamaica Bickle under the leadership of Mr. Irwine Clare, will also remain on their agenda. 

Another   key focus has been their efforts to increase the number of Diaspora members that have participated in the   
Diaspora mapping exercise.   
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Given the centrality of the Diaspora Policy to the objectives of the Diaspora movement, efforts will also be made by the 
Board members to promote the Policy among Jamaicans overseas.  

Ms Gooden has singled out a special objective of acting as a clearing house (of sorts) by creating a mechanism that 
connects Diaspora members who wish to execute specific projects in Jamaica with the local organizations that can 
benefit. She has identified the following website for this undertaking:  www.Callingalljamaicans.org.  Ms Gooden also 
intends to leverage Social Media and Content Marketing to expand the awareness and reach of the Diaspora movement. 

Mr.  Golding intends to pursue efforts, through consultations with the relevant stakeholders, to comprehensively 
improve public safety in Jamaica including in schools, on the roads and other fora,  in line with the goals of Vision 2030. 
He has also identified an objective of working with critical partners and experts both in Jamaica and his region to 
strengthen the capacity of Local Government authorities in Jamaica to be able to deliver first class local government 
services to the people of Jamaica. 

Ms. Pinnock intends to continue to help address issues relating to Immigration, in particular the treatment of deported 
Jamaicans, where she has already offered her service, gratis. She intends to also seek to pull together the Diaspora in 
the North Eastern States in unified collaboration. 

     

Region 
 

Member States covered Contact information 

USA – North 
East 

Miss Joan Pinnock 
 
(Mrs. Tracey Dixon – 
Alternate) 
 
Erin Lue-Hing 
Future Leader 

Connecticut, Delaware, 
District of Colombia (DC) 
Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Virginia  
 

147 Front Street 
2nd Floor 
Brooklyn 
NY 11201 
Phone: 1-718-285-6226 
Email: info@jdne.org 

www.jdneusa.org  
 

 

USA-
West/Mid-
West 

Ms. Kimone 
Gooden 
 
(Dr. Rupert Francis 
Alternate) 
 
Kenyatta Dunkin 
Future Leader 

Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah, Washington State, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming 

kimonegooden@gmail.com 
650-619-3392 
 
 

USA - South Mr. Wayne Golding 
 
(Alexander Williams 
– Alternate) 

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, New Mexico, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee 
and Texas. 

P.O Box 4336 
Orlando, Florida 
32802-4336 
 
Telephone : 407 443-3317 
 Fax : 407 574 7623 
 Email: 
waynegoldingjadna@gmail.com 
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Negril Jamaican Eatery 
Proudly serving quality & authentic Jamaican food, for over 35 years. 

 Visit one of our locations and 

Savor a taste of the Tropics!

 
 

301-585-3000 Silver Spring, MD 
301-249-9101 Mitchellville, MD 

301-498-0808 Laurel, MD 
202-332-3737 Washington DC 

www.negrileats.com 
www.facebook.com/negrileats 

www.twitter.com/negrileats 

 
 

 

 

Negril Jamaican Eatery 
Proudly serving quality & authentic Jamaican food, for over 35 years. 

 

Visit one of our locations and 

Savor a taste of the Tropics!

 
 

301-585-3000 Silver Spring, MD 
301-249-9101 Mitchellville, MD 

301-498-0808 Laurel, MD 
202-332-3737 Washington DC 

www.negrileats.com 
www.facebook.com/negrileats 

www.twitter.com/negrileats 
 
 

 

Celebrating the 53rd Anniversary of Jamaica Independence

Robinson Kirlew & Associates, P.C .

Experienced Immigration Attorneys At Law

Providing Guidance and Counsel to
Businesses;
Non-profits;
Universities;

Religious Organizations;
Individuals around the World

www.robinsonkirlew.com
info@robinsonkirlew.com

301-614-3330
7731 Belle Point Drive
Greenbelt, MD 20770
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2015 Diaspora Day of Service 

The Diaspora Day of Service (DDS), first introduced at the 2013 Conference, was a highlight also of this year’s meeting.  
The DDS provides a platform for delegates to tangibly give back to their communities of choice, through carefully 
planned projects, executed as part of the Conference programme. This year, the collaboration between the main 
Diaspora regions (USA, Canada and the UK) was most evident in the areas of: education, immigration, agriculture and 
also health. 

In Education, the representatives from the UK and the USA combined to deliver their services in: mentorship, career day 
talks as well as engaging in early childhood fact-finding, and other interventions. Dr. Lorna Corke and Douglas Morgan 
led an 8-man team to Spot Valley High School in Montego Bay, where “Cross talk” and enrichment exercises left a sense 
of accomplishment and fulfillment on the sides of both the Diaspora and the recipients. The UK team members were 
shuttled to the Sam Sharpe Teachers College to participate in the early childhood workshop, coordinated in a joint 
activity between the Early Childhood Commission, Jamaica Teachers Association (JTA), Sam Sharpe Teachers College, 
Union of Jamaican Alumni Association (UJAA) and Jamaica Impact (JAMPACT).  

In Immigration, thanks to the Advisory Board Members for the Southern United States Mr. Wayne C Golding Sr., Esq, 
and North East United States Ms. Joan Pinnock Esq., a free informational forum for Involuntary Returnees to Jamaica 
and other interested parties, was conducted. This forum was held to assist and determine whether those persons have 
any legal recourse to return to the respective countries from which they were involuntarily returned to Jamaica. It also 
focused on how changes in immigration law in their host countries might impact their individual cases.  

Approximately 100 persons from all across Jamaica attended the forum. Based upon the overwhelming response, the 
session was extended for an additional 3 hours. Persons attending the forum were given the opportunity to consult 
privately and confidentially with Mr. Golding and Ms. Pinnock who are accomplished lawyers in United States 
Immigration Law. 

 As a result of the consultations, there were at least two persons who it was determined may have been derivative U.S 
Citizens at the time of their removal from the USA. There were several other persons discovered with questionable or 
appealable removals that will also need further follow-up. Overall, the informational forum also helped to provide 
closure to some persons who never had the benefit of legal advice in relationship to the finality of their removal order. 
  
Health:  In health, several Jamaican Diaspora professionals conducted medical missions to persons in different 
communities in Jamaica. Services provided included: blood pressure and diabetes screenings; HIV screenings and 
counseling; dental care; free medications; training in basic life support, etc. Several equipments and supplies, including 
five automated external defibrillators, were also distributed to hospitals and institutions. 

Agriculture: United States participants gave of their service in a “Farm up Jamaica” project, which involved the pruning 
of trees and the administration of pesticides to rejuvenate infected trees. They are also continuing efforts to encourage 
the production of organic ackees for export.  

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Summer Plus 2015 

Farm Up Jamaica is a Diaspora non-profit organization formed to reduce the importation of 
foreign foods in Jamaica and assist Jamaican farmers in the cultivation of organic, non 
genetically modified (GMO) foods. Farm Up Jamaica provides In-kind assistance to farmers in 
the areas of : land preparation, the use of farming equipment, organic seeds, organic 
fertilizers and treatments, technical support, training and more. Farm Up Jamaica has also 
formed alliances to guarantee markets for crops both locally and internationally. All 
projects are monitored to ensure that the food is being farmed to specification and goes to 
markets as agreed. Do you have inactive land in Jamaica? If so join the Organic farming 
movement by visiting farmupjamaica.org 
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Camp Summer Plus 2015 

 

Camp Summer Plus 2015, was a significant initiative of the Diaspora Education Task Force, USA, under the leadership of 
Mr. Leo Gilling, convener and chairperson of the Task Force.  Conducted at three (3) locations across the Island - the Sam 
Sharpe Teachers College, the College of Agriculture Science and Education, Portland and the Cedar Grove Academy in 
Portmore, St. Catherine, the Camp’s objective is to provide remedial education in reading and literacy to students at the 
primary level, during the summer break.   

The programme seeks to better prepare several grade 3 students for readiness for grade 4 and to improve their 
competency to be able to successfully master the grade 4 Literacy and Numeracy Test.  As part of the programme, 
students are provided with meals and assessed including medically, in order to identify any physiological or other 
impairment that are likely to affect their ability to maximize their learning potential. Several children received eye 
glasses following medical interventions. The programme was successfully concluded, through collaboration involving 
USAID, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, the Jamaica Diaspora Education Task Force 
and the Issa Trust Foundation.  Sponsors included Food for the Poor, Broward Alliance of Caribbean Educators and the 
Jamaica Teachers’ Association.     

 

 

Students at the Sam Sharpe Teachers College and Cedar Grove Academy 

                                              

 

 

 

Members of the Issa Plus 
Medical Team which 
provided medical assistance 
to the children  
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The Diaspora Education Task Force:  A model for Sectoral Diaspora Engagement  

 
Leo Gilling, Chair, Diaspora Education Task 
Force 

There is a well-known quote that states: “if you can dream it, then you 
can achieve it”. On graduating from the Sam Sharpe Teachers College 
in St. James, Jamaica, my dream was to create a positive impact on 
the Jamaican education system. 
 
The events of the Diaspora Conference held in Jamaica in 2013 were 
enough to prod me towards my dream.  I was conscious that a one-
man approach would be foolhardy so I sought out some like-minded 
stakeholders in education for partnership. I am still amazed at the 
simple telephone call that led to the establishment of the Diaspora 
Education Task Force (DETF).  The zeal, unity and willingness among 
the first six members of the Diaspora from the USA and Canada are 
noteworthy.  At our first meeting one Sunday afternoon in August 
2013, by teleconference, we arrived at a consensus on a proposal to 
be submitted for an education project to assist our homeland in 
attaining the goals of Vision 2030. The number of individuals, 
organizations and friends of Jamaica that joined us, increased. By 
November the leadership of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association (JTA) 
initiated a face-to-face meeting in California with members and an 
outline of the Advancement in Education was structured.   

Three months later, the first education summit under this platform was convened in Jamaica. The rest, they 
say, is history.  
Since its establishment, the DETF has made significant strides in its work in fostering growth among teachers 
and students in Jamaica.  It is with humility that I acknowledge the achievements of the DETF, to date: 

• Provided support to the Jamaica Association of Guidance Counselors in Education (JAGCE) with the 
participation of members of the Diaspora and friends of the Diaspora in workshops and conferences 

• Implementation of USAID sponsored Camp Summer Plus Program 2015 in collaboration with the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Education (MoE), Food for the Poor and Issa Trust Foundation 

• Hosting of the Advancement in Education Summit 2014 - bringing all facilitators and stakeholders in 
education together for fact-finding, identification of gaps, challenges, best practices and strategies for 
growth 

• Recognition of the role of the Diaspora by the Ministry of Education through the appointment by the 
Permanent Secretary of personnel from the three main Diaspora regions (Canada, UK, USA) to the 
newly formed Diaspora Education Steering Committee  

• Engender a global recognition of and galvanization of groups and individuals to the needs of the 
education sector and the power of collaboration 

• Facilitating the training of five Jamaican teachers in California in the use of Tablets to teach STEM, 
with the support of Loma Linda University and the JTA 

• Initiated the development of a six year plan for education, which was subsequently endorsed by the 
MoE and accepted by the participating regions on the Steering Committee 

• Participated in Labor Day Projects to repair four schools across Jamaica 
• Participated in National Education Week activities in collaboration with the JTA, Ministry of Science, 

Technology, Energy and Mining, Read Across Jamaica Foundation and the Loma Linda University’s 
EXSEED programme. This has led to the expansion of the EXSEED programme. 

 
Our achievements would not have been possible without collaboration and the partnerships developed with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, the Diaspora Implementation Council, the Ministry of 
Education, the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, Victoria Mutual Building Society, Early Childhood 
Commission, the National Education Trust, Jamaica’s Vision 2030 Planning Committee, Union of Jamaica 
Alumni Association, Jamaica Awareness Association of California, Loma Linda University, Jamaica Impact 
Inc. (JAMPACT), Broward Alliance of Caribbean Educators, the Issa Trust Foundation, Food for the Poor, and 
several other individuals and non-profit organizations.  
 
The work of the DETF has been driven by the commitment, vibrancy and energy of the members of the 
various agencies and sectors in education with which we have collaborated. It remains a work in progress.  
We are in for the long haul. 
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Governor-General’s Achievement Award 
The Governor General’s Achievement Award is awarded to individuals in the Diaspora who are making 
significant contributions to Jamaica and in their host country. Eligible persons must be: Jamaican by birth, 
decent, registration, marriage by naturalization; have made a worthwhile contribution to the development of 
Jamaica or a Jamaican community in the Diaspora over a period of not less than 10 years for persons over 35 
years; have made his or her contribution in the public interest; have had through initiative or voluntary 
activities) a positive effect on a significant number of members of the Jamaican community; have made 
his/her contribution and gained achievements while acting as a private person, NOT as an appointed or 
elected government official; have received neither a Jamaican national honour, nor the Prime Minister’s award 
for excellence; be nominated by a Diaspora organization or a Jamaica affiliated organization in the region of 
residence. 
 
This year, two United State Diaspora members in the categories of 35 years and under and over 35 years were 
recipients of the prestigious Governor-General’s Achievement Award.  
  

 

 
Their Excellencies Sir Patrick and Lady Allen, Ms Lisa 
Soares and Mrs. Ariel Bowen, Minister-Counsellor, 
Embassy of Jamaica 
 
Lisa Kamille Soares, in the category of 
under 35 years, won this year’s award.  Ms 
Soares is a PhD candidate in Politics and 
International Studies at the University of 
Warwick, UK.  She received a MSc in Global 
Affairs, International Business, Economics 
and Development with distinction, from New 
York University. She has a BA degree in 
Marketing and Psychology from Eastern 
University, Pennsylvania, USA. 
 
Ms. Soares has contributed to Jamaica in 
the US Diaspora, serving on the Diaspora 
Advisory Board as Future Leader for the NE, 
US. She has been project manager of the 
Diasporas for Development Pilot with USAID, 
and as Programme Board Member of the 
Trade and Economic Development, at the 
Institute of Caribbean Studies, as well as 
Board Chair of the Caribbean Youth 
Summit.  
 

 
Their Excellencies Sir Patrick and Lady Allen, Ms. Claudette
Powell and Mrs. Ariel Bowen, Minister-Counsellor,
Embassy of Jamaica 
 
Mrs. Claudette Powell, a registered nurse, 
has earned BSc and MSc Degrees in Nursing 
and is currently Assistant Director, 
Regulatory Affairs at the New York City 
Health and Hospitals Cooperation. 
 
She participated in a forum with Ministry of 
Health officials from Jamaica, in Minnesota, 
which explored the Jamaica 2030 Health 
Care vision and strategies to improve the 
system.  In October 2011, she led a health 
care mission to Jamaica which engendered 
training for Jamaican nurses through 
partnerships in the USA and Jamaica. 
 
Mrs. Powell has received awards including: 
The Caribbean American Health Care Award, 
2014; the Outstanding Service Award from 
the New York Black Nurses Association, 
2012; the Humanitarian Award by the Sickle 
Cell Trust.  

A former Jamaica Nurses Group of New York 
President, Ms. Powell now serves on boards 
including: the Jamaica Diaspora North East, 
the Union of Jamaica Alumni Associations; 
the Caribbean American Nurses Association; 
the Guyana-Jamaica Friendship Association; 
and the St Hugh’s Alumni Association.  
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Jamaican Community Organizations in the Washington Metro Area 

Immaculate Conception 
High School Alumni 
Association (DC Chapter) 
President:  Ms. Lee-Ann 
Pinkard 
ichsdcaa@gmail.com 
 
Institute of Caribbean 
Studies 
Dr. Claire Nelson 
Founder and President   
1413 K Street NW Suite 
1000 
Washington DC 20005 
icsdcorg@gmail.com  
/ics@icsdc.org 
Tel: 202-638-0460 
 
Jamaican Nationals 
Association Inc. (JNA) 
P.O. Box 77641 
Washington DC 20013 
President – Dr. Jacqueline 
Payne-Borden 
Jacquiepayne@yahoo.com 
Website: www.jnadc.org  
Tel: 240-988-6880 
 
Jamaican Association of 
Maryland (JAM) 
4229 York Road 
Baltimore, MD 21212 
President – Mr. Noel 
Godfrey 
jamdonline.org 
Tel:  410-241 7916 
 
Jamaica Progressive 
League 
2581 Iverson St. 
Temple Hills 
MD 20748 
President: Mr. Hugh 
Thomas 
Tel: 240 838 7785 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamaica Volunteers 
Association Inc. 
4200 Wisconsin Ave, NW 
Suite # 106-324 
Washington DC 20016 
President: Ms. Dahlia Gill 
 
 
Merl Grove Past Students 
Association 
President – Mrs. Andrea 
McDonald Black 
alumni@merlgrovepsaneac.org 
 
National Association of 
Jamaican and  
Supportive Organizations 
(NAJASO) 
Office of the President 
4229 York Road 
Baltimore, MD 21212 
President: Mr. Ricardo 
Nugent 
president@najaso.org 
Tel: 410-908-0123 
 
Professional Jamaicans 
for Jamaica, Inc. 
Chief Executive Officer - 
Mr. Horace A. Daley 
Telephone (866) 285-9312;  
horace.daley@pjfj.org 
 
 
Read Across Jamaica 
Foundation  
C/O Institute of Caribbean 
Studies 
1413 K Street NW Suite 1000 
Washington DC 20005 
Ms Dionne Peart Hayes 
Literacy Ambassador 
Tel: 952.250.9787 
www. Readacrossja.org 
Email: 
dionne_Peart@outlook.com 
 
 

St. Andrew Alumnae Assn 
President: 
Dr. Althea Belcher 
Tel: 301 870 3966 
Saintandrewalumnaedc@gmail.com 
 

UWI Alumni Guild 
Association (Washington 
DC Chapter) 

President: Ms Malene 
Alleyne 
Email: 
alleyne.malene@gmail.com  
 
 
West Indies American 
Military Members 
Association (WIAMMA) 
11316 Kettering Terrace 
Upper Marlboro 
MD 20774 
President: Winfield St. Hill   
Vice President: Mr. Pierre 
McLeod (Jamaican) 
301 758 8273 
Email: 
Pierremcleod@msn.com 
www.wiamma.com 
  
Women At Real Risk 
(WARR) 
1501 Columbia Rd NW,  
Washington, DC 20009 
President – Mrs. Totlyn 
Taylor-Newby  
Tel: (202) 462-4606  
tmnewby@netzero.net 
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Appointments of Outstanding Jamaican Women in the Diaspora  

 

Dr Goulda Downer has been elected as the first 
woman to lead the Caribbean-American Political 
Action Committee (C-PAC). Dr. Downer is the 
third president of the organisation since its 
founding in November 2005. 
A one of a kind organisation in the United States, 
C-PAC was formed to advance the political 
agenda of Caribbean-Americans currently 
residing in the Washington DC Metropolitan 
Area, (Washington DC, Maryland and Northern 
Virginia). C-PAC's mission is to be the political 
voice of the metropolitan area's vibrant and 
growing Caribbean-  

 

Dr. Downer attended Excelsior High School and 
the College of Arts, Science and Technology 
(CAST) (now the University of Technology 
[UTech]), in Jamaica, received her undergraduate 
degree in Human Nutrition from the Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn, New York. She then 
pursued her Master and Doctoral degrees at 
Howard University,  
She won a postdoctoral fellowship in paediatric 
nutrition at Georgetown University and was also 
trained by the Johns Hopkins University in 
nutritional epidemiology. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

DR. TASHNI DUBROY was recently appointment 
as the 17th President of Shaw University in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, USA. Dr. Dubroy is the 
3rd female and second youngest person to serve 
as the University's President. Her appointment 
becomes effective August 01, 2015. 

 
Dubroy, a past student of Holy Childhood High 
School in Jamaica, graduated summa cum laude 
from Shaw University in 2002, and earned a 
Bachelor of Science in chemistry. She earned a 
Ph.D. in physical organic chemistry from North 
Carolina State University in 2007 and in 2010 she 
graduated with an MBA in marketing from 
Rutgers University in New Jersey. Dubroy is a 
member of the American Chemical Society and 
was nominated for membership in Sigma Xi, the 
Distinguished Chemical Society. 

 
A native of Jamaica, Dr. Dubroy is the daughter 
of Emerson and Greta Coote and is one of six 
siblings. She is married to Dale Dubroy and they 
have one child, daughter Marli-Jolie, age 6. 
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Claudia Gordon was in July 2014 appointed 
Associate Director in the White House Office of 
Public engagement. She works between the 
Obama administration and the disability 
community as the White House's disability 
liaison. She worked previously at the Dept of 
Labor where she dealt with potential 
discrimination by federal contractors. 

 

A Jamaican by birth, she moved to the USA with 
her family as a child. She attended New York's 
Lexington School for the Deaf, where she learned 
sign language and later became the first deaf 
student to graduate from the American 
University's Washington College of Law. Ms. 
Gordon has worked for the National Association 
of the Deaf Law and Advocacy Center, as well as 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Senator Shirley Nathan-Pulliam representing 
Maryland's 44th Legislative District in Baltimore 
County, is the first Jamaican to be elected to the state 
senate in the State of Maryland, in January 2015.   

Senator Nathan-Pulliam received her bachelor's 
degree in nursing from the University of Maryland at 
Baltimore in 1980 and a Master's degree in 
Administrative Science from the Johns Hopkins 
University in 1984.   

In addition to owning her own business, she has been 
a faculty associate in nursing for Johns Hopkins. 
Before being elected in 1994, Nathan-Pulliam was 
active with Democratic Party organizations at the 
state and national level, as well as with Planned 
Parenthood of Maryland and various professional 
nursing organizations.   

Senator Nathan-Pulliam has received a number of 
awards for her advocacy on health care. She is a 
member of the Education Health and Environmental 
Affairs Committee. She previously served 20 years in 
the Maryland House of Delegates as a Deputy 
Majority Whip and as a member of the Health and 
Government Operations Committee. She remains an 
active member of both the Legislative Black Caucus of 
Maryland and of Women Legislators of Maryland.
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Jamaican Embassy/Consulates/Honorary Consulates in the United States 
 
Washington DC 
Embassy of Jamaica 
1520 New Hampshire Avenue NW 
Washington DC 20036 
Tel: 202-0660 
Fax: 202 452 0036 
Email: contactus@jamaicaembassy.org 
Ambassador:  
 
NEW YORK - New York 
Jamaican Consulate-General 
 767 Third Avenue, 2nd and 3rd Floors 
New York, NY 10017 
 Telephone:   212-935-9000 
 Fax:   212-935-7507 
 E-mail: cg@congenjamaica-ny.org 
Consul General:  Mr. Herman LaMont 
 
 FLORIDA - Miami 
 Jamaican Consulate-General 
 842 Ingraham Building 
 25 South East Second Avenue 
 Miami, FL. 33131 
 Telephone: (305) 374 - 8431-2 
 Fax: (305) 577 – 4970 E-Mail: 
jamconmia@jamaicacgmiami.org 
Consul General:    Mr. Franz Hall 
 
 
Honorary Consulates under the Jurisdiction 
of the Jamaican Consulate, New York 
 
ILLINOIS - Chicago 
Jamaican Consulate 
4655 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Drive, Suite 201 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 
Telephone: (773) 373-8988 
Fax: (773) 663-2496 
E-mail:   conjam11@comcast.net 
Honorary Consul:   Mr. Lloyd Hyde 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS - Boston 
Jamaican Consulate 
 183 Slater Street, Suite 6 
 Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone:  (617) 778-0021 
Fax:              (617) 723 7234 
E– Mail:       dmckenzie@mckenzielawpc.com 
 Honorary Consul:  Mr. Denzil McKenzie 

 
NEW HAMPSHIRE - Concord 
Jamaican Consulate 
235 Mountain Road 
 Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone:   603-230-9843 
 Fax:   603-230-9542 
E-mail: opolack@aol.com 
 Honorary  Consul: Dr. Ofelia Dudley- Polack 
 
 CALIFORNIA - San Francisco 
 Jamaican Consulate 
 52 Donna Way 
 Oakland, CA 94605 
 Telephone: (510) 562-4391 
 Fax: (510) 915-0227 
 E-Mail: newtgordon@sbcglobal.net 
Honorary Consul:   Prof. Newton C. Gordon, Dds, Ms    
 
PENNSYLVANIA - Philadelphia     (Appointment 
pending)                                                    
     
 
 
Honorary Consulates under the Jurisdiction 
of the Jamaican Consulate, Miami 
  
GEORGIA – Atlanta  
7651 Tara Blvd, Suite 100 
Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
Tel: 770-477-1210 
Fax: 770-872-7527 
Jewelee9411@aol.com 
Honorary Consul: Mrs. Jewel Scott 
 
HOUSTON – Texas 
Consulate of Jamaica 
6001 Savoy Drive, Suite 509 
Houston, Texas 
77036 
Tel:    (713) 541- 3333 
Fax:   (713) 782- 4323 
E-mail:  ful2law@aol.com 
Honorary Consul:  Mr. Khalfani Fullerton 
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Honorary Consulates under the Jurisdiction 
of Embassy of Jamaica, Washington 
 
LOS ANGELES - California 
Jamaican Consulate 
1201 East Florence Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90001 
Telephone:  (323) 581 1022 
E-mail :  laconsulatejamaica@gmail.com 
Honorary Consul:     Ms. Lorna Johnson  
 
Virginia, Richmond 
Jamaican Consulate 
PO Box 15101 
Richmond, VA 23227 
Telefax: (804) 262-4453 
Email: agusfran@gmail.com 
Honorary Consul: Mrs. Beryl Walters-Riley 
 
 
Washington – Seattle 
Jamaican Consulate 
C/O J.P. Francis and Associates, Inc 
8223 South 222nd St. 
Kent, Washington 98032 
Tel: (206) 872-8950 
Fax: (206) 872-8953 
E-mail: eniddwyer@comcast.net 
Honorary Consul:  Mrs. Enid L. Dwyer 
 
 

Jamaica’s Diplomatic Missions in the USA 
and the States over which they assume 
responsibility 

 
Embassy, Washington DC 

• California, Maryland, Virginia, 
Washington 

 
Consulate General – New York 

• Alaska, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, North 

Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, 
Vermont, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming 
 

Consulate-General, Miami 
• Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, 

Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, 
Mississippi, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Tennessee 
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At Bert Smith & Co., we understand that in today’s 

fast-paced business environment, heritage alone is 

not enough. Commitment, integrity and objectivity 

must continue to be the foundation of our service. 

We can only be of service to our clients if we help 

them prepare for the future.

How we can help

 ACCOUNTING

 FINANCIAL & PERFORMANCE AUDITS

 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

 FINANCIAL REPORTING & ANALYSIS

 FINANCIAL PLANNING &  
PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT

 MANAGEMENT CONSULTATION

Visit bertsmithco.com to discover how we  
can add value to your organization:

Government, Healthcare, Non-profits,  
Education, and Retirement.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
& MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

1090 Vermont Ave., NW, Suite 920, Washington, DC 20005 
T 202.393.5600    F 202.393.5608    bertsmithco.com 






